
Catapult Notes 
 

Catapults 

Catapult   

 A classic weapon appearing in many forms over the years 

 Is a generic name given to a weapon of war designed to hurl objects 

o Greek Fire 

o Bee Hives 

o Biological - Dead diseased animal carucses 

o Psychological – enemies dead bodies 

 Comes from Greek work Katapultos meaning shield piercer 

 Heavy duty version of a sling shot 

 Used until replaces by explosive based projectile weapons (cannons) 

Variations of the Catapult 

 Ballista - similar to a Giant Crossbow and worked by using tension. 

 
 

 Mangonel - similar to a catapult which worked by using torsion or counterpoise.  

Mangonels fired heavy projectiles from a bowl-shaped bucket at the end of its arm. 

 
 Trebuchet- similar to a catapult, or stave sling, which was used for hurling heavy stones to 

smash castle or city walls. 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=ballista&um=1&hl=en&safe=active&biw=1024&bih=646&tbm=isch&tbnid=_HIKgld5-j5atM:&imgrefurl=http://codesmiths.com/siege/ballista.htm&docid=abLDbgHupm4MXM&imgurl=http://codesmiths.com/siege/images/Ballista_l.gif&w=400&h=300&ei=KSveTvrOF-rk0QGjrsiuBw&zoom=1
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=mangonel&um=1&hl=en&safe=active&biw=1024&bih=646&tbm=isch&tbnid=V8rFLFY9_gA72M:&imgrefurl=http://www.fiddlersgreen.net/buildings/castle/info/info.htm&docid=IgVUueig4298cM&imgurl=http://www.fiddlersgreen.net/buildings/castle/info/mangonel.gif&w=224&h=214&ei=1SreTvvCDKH40gH4y6C0Bw&zoom=1
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 Onager - Onager is a type of catapult that uses torsional pressure, generally from twisted 

rope, to store energy for the shot 

 

 

 Gastraphete – first known catapult to be deployed in combat.  Similar to a crossbow 

 

 

 

Time Line 
 

4th Century BCE – China 

6th Century AD – Arrived on European Battlefields 

400 BC  Syracus (Greece) 

 Gastrophete 

 Ballista 

 Mangonel 

6th Century AD – Traction Trebuchet(Bizzantine Armies) 

1187 – Counterweight Trebuchet (Saladin) 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catapult
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Torsion_(mechanics)
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=Trebuchet&um=1&hl=en&safe=active&biw=1024&bih=646&tbm=isch&tbnid=O8dkkfPxZMbJYM:&imgrefurl=http://www.stormthecastle.com/catapult/development-timeline-of-the-catapult.htm&docid=kKwlm0dr61wYAM&imgurl=http://www.stormthecastle.com/catapult/images/trebuchet-drawing1.jpg&w=399&h=330&ei=VSveTvjECObf0QHcu5W4Bw&zoom=1
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=onager&um=1&hl=en&safe=active&sa=N&biw=1024&bih=646&tbm=isch&tbnid=gZ0hkzgI5SF8JM:&imgrefurl=http://members.multimania.nl/onager/onager.html&docid=QMj9A5JapuKIcM&imgurl=http://members.multimania.nl/onager/OnagerPic.jpg&w=600&h=383&ei=lireTtiiMeHm0QGiwZ3UBw&zoom=1
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=Gastraphete&um=1&hl=en&safe=active&biw=1024&bih=646&tbm=isch&tbnid=zYKmcTJP5Ve96M:&imgrefurl=http://laguildedesvoyageurs.aceboard.fr/336620-6177-3626-0-gastraphete-gastrophete.htm&docid=ry3DcEQUL_kGsM&imgurl=http://www.pictureupload.de/originals/12376/160209184512_sonstige_amhas-gastraphete-klein.jpg&w=580&h=442&ei=1yveTrP5KYfm0QHk0LifBw&zoom=1

